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Common 

Name 

Botanical 

Name 

About Sun/ 

Exposure 

Water/ 

Irrigation 

Wildlife 

Benefits 

Ferns 

Maidenhair 

Fern 

Adiantum 

pedatum 

Plant in good organic matter, does 

best in moist shade; grows 1.5-2’ tall 

Shade Wet/ 

Moist 

  

Lady Fern Athyrium filix-

femina 

Does best in moist shade; deciduous; 

grows up to 4’ tall 

Shade Wet/ 

Moist 

  

Deer Fern Blechnum 

spicant 

Evergreen, two types of fronds; 

grows 1-2.5’ tall 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

  

Western Sword 

Fern 

Polystichum 

munitum 

Does best in moist soils with plenty 

of compost but can grow in shadier 

dry soils; can grow to 5’ 

Sun/ 

Shade 

Dry/Wet   

Grasses/ Sedges/ Rushes 

Slough Sedge Carex obnupta Evergreen tufted sedge with 3-10 mm 

wide flat leaves; great in wet or 

boggy areas; grows 2-3' tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

  

Tufted Hair 

Grass 

Deschampsia 

cespitosa 

This bunch grass grows in a variety of 

habitats; looks best summer through 

winter; grows up to 4' tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

  

Slender Hair 

Grass 

Deschampsia 

elongata 

Graceful fine-textured fast growing 

perennial bunch grass, native to partly 

shaded, seasonally moist areas; great 

for erosion control, ditches or stream 

banks; grows 12-18" 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

Birds 

Idaho Fescue Festuca 

idahoensis 

Perennial bunch grass with blue 

foliage when dry; retains color 

through winter, fairly drought 

resistant once established; grows up 

to 2.5' 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Wildlife 

Spreading 

Rush 

Juncus patens Evergreen, easy to grow; great for 

rain garden; grows 1.5-3’ tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

Birds 



Blue-eyed 

Grass 

Sisyrinchium 

idahoense 

A member of the iris family, flowers 

are blue and dainty, prefers very 

moist to wet soils and sun; Deer 

resistant; grows 8-20” tall and 4-16” 

wide 

Sun Wet Birds, insects, 

bees, 

butterflies, 

wildlife 

Ground Cover 

Yarrow Achillea 

millefolium 

White, flat topped cluster of flowers, 

does best in well drained soils, 

drought tolerant; can be used in a 

native lawn or ground cover and can 

be mowed; grows 4- 36” tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Butterfly 

Kinnickinnick Arctostaphylos 

uva-ursi 

Very drought tolerant; evergreen 

shrub, white to pink flowers; good for 

near roads or parking lots; erosion 

control on steep banks; grows to 3’ 

tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry Hummingbird, 

butterfly 

Wild Ginger Asarum 

caudatum 

Prefers high organic matter with 

moist soil; evergreen, moderately 

hard to establish; grows 1.5-4” tall 

Shade Moist  

Bunchberry Cornus 

Canadensis 

Showy white flowers followed by 

bright red berries in the fall. Prefers 

moist acidic soils with lots of organic 

matter; can be hard to establish; 

grows to 8” 

Shade/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist   

Coastal 

Strawberry 

Fragaria 

chiloensis 

White flowers emerging from March 

– August followed by edible fruits. 

Prefers well drained soil, evergreen, 

ground cover, can be aggressive 

Most Sun/ 

Light 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

insects, birds 

Woodland 

Strawberry 

Fragaria vesca White flowers with yellow centers 

blooming May – August, this drought 

tolerant strawberry has small fruit; 

often found in openings in forests 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

wildlife 

Salal Gaultheria 

shallon 

Flowers are clusters of drooping, bell-

shaped, white to pink, abundant in 

spring and early summer, plant in 

fertile, well-drained soil, forms dense 

thickets in ideal conditions (filtered 

sun); semi-evergreen; grows to 10’ 

tall, shorter in shade 

Sun/ 

Shade 

Dry/ Wet Butterfly, 

birds 

Low Oregon 

Grape 

Mahonia 

nervosa 

Panicles of yellow flowers in May 

and waxy blue berries in Autumn. 

Evergreen shrub with lightly prickly 

leaves, dry shade under trees is 

preferred, easy to grow; grows low to 

2’ 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ Dry Butterfly, bird, 

hummingbird 



Creeping 

Oregon Grape 

Mahonia repens Bright yellow flowers followed by 

blue black fruit clusters, evergreen 

shrub; dull upper leaflets, lower 

leaflets are waxy; bronzy foliage in 

full sun; drought tolerant ground 

cover when established, cover and 

food for ground feeding birds- slow 

growth at first; grows very low to 1' 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ Dry Butterfly, bird, 

hummingbird 

False Lily of 

the Valley 

Maianthemum 

dilataturn 

Flower are clusters, small, star-

shaped white to cream colored, 

delicate fragrance, best if planted in 

moist soils with high organic matter; 

can be aggressive; spreads by 

rhizomes; easy to grow; grows to 1’ 

tall 

Shade/ 

Partial 

Sun 

Moist Birds 

Redwood 

Sorrel 

Oxalis oregana Creeping perennial with shamrock 

shaped leaves and cup shaped white 

to pink flowers blooming from spring 

to fall. Plant in soils high in organic 

matter, dry shade, spreads, easy to 

grow; grows low to ground 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ Dry Birds 

Oregon 

Stonecrop 

Sedum 

oreganum 

Prefers rocky, well-draining soil; 

flowers June to August starting 

yellow and turning pink with age; 

great in rock walls, rock gardens; 

grows 3-12" tall 

Sun/ Light 

Shade 

Dry Butterfly, 

insects 

Perennials 

Nodding Onion Allium cernuum Grows in moist to dry soils; pink to 

white flowers June to August; can be 

used in wildflower meadows, rock 

gardens, or pond edges; grows 6-20” 

tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Bees, 

butterfly, lady 

bug, bird 

Pearly 

Everlasting 

Anaphalis 

margaritacea 

Vigorous clump forming plant with 

yellow flowers surrounded by white; 

flowers mid-summer; grows to 36" by 

36" 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

wildlife 

Blue 

Columbine 

Aquilegia 

coerulea 

Does best in well drained soils; 

flowers in summer, blue flowers have 

a faint sweet smell; grows to 12" tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

humming, 

wildlife 

Red Columbine Aquilegia 

formosa 

Beautiful red & yellow flowers with 

attractive green leaves; spreads easily 

by seed; grows to 36" tall by 12" 

wide 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

hummingbird, 

wildlife 



Sea Pink / Sea 

Thrift 

Armeria 

maritima 

Prefers well drained soils and low 

nutrients; forms a dense green mat of 

a grass like blade & blooms bright 

pink in spring to early summer; grows 

6-12" tall 

Sun Dry Butterfly, 

hummingbird 

Heartleaf 

Arnica 

Arnica 

cordifolia 

Good in poor soils, small yellow 

sunflower like blooms May to 

August; does well in dry acidic soils 

under spruce and as one enters a 

sunny meadow; grows to 24" tall 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist   

Goats Beard Aruncus dioicus Showy plume like spikes of tiny 

cream colored flowers, blooms early 

to midsummer. Benefits from 

additional compost but not fussy; 

great in a woodland garden, 

background plant; grows to 6’ tall x 

4’ wide at maturity 

Shade/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Butterfly, 

Perennial 

Narrow-leaved 

Milkweed 

Asclepias 

fascicularis 

Prefers a well-drained sunny spot; 

pink blooms in early summer to fall; 

grows up to 2.5’ tall 

Sun Moist/ 

Dry 

Butterfly, 

Perennial 

Showy 

Milkweed 

Asclepias 

speciosa 

Prefers well drained soils in sunny 

location; pink to purple flowers late 

spring to mid-summer; great planted 

in a sunny meadow or wildlife flower 

garden; grows up to 3’ tall 

Most Sun/ 

Light 

Shade 

Moist/ 

Dry 

Butterfly, 

perennial 

Douglas’ Aster Aster 

subspicatus 

Plant with lots of organic matter in 

well-drained soil; best pruned back in 

early July- blooms mid-summer to 

fall, purple to blue flowers resemble 

miniature daisies; grows up to 3' tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist/ 

Wet 

Butterfly 

Eaton’s Aster Aster eatonii Prefers wet areas like along streams 

or ditches in the sun; often grows in 

rocky mountain regions; white to pink 

flowers in late summer; grows 2-4' 

tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist/ 

Wet 

  

Mountain 

Boykinia 

Boykinia major Prefers moist soils; white flowers 

most of the summer; good on moist 

riverbanks, meadows; grows 12-36" 

tall 

Shade/ 

Partial 

Sun 

Moist   

Crown Lily Brodiaea 

coronaria 

Prefers well drained soils; blooms 

vase shaped lavender-blue violet or 

rose flowers (May-July); often grows 

in grassy meadows & slopes, good 

border plant or companion to Hookers 

Onions & Camas; grows 3-10” tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

  



Purple Great 

Camas 

Camassia 

leichtlinii var. 

suk. 

Can be planted where moist in winter 

& dry in summer; flowers vary from 

white to dark blue-violet; beautiful in 

drifts in a wildflower meadow, rock 

garden, perennial bed or under 

deciduous trees; grows 3-4' tall 

Sun  Wet/Dry Bird, butterfly, 

hummingbird, 

wildlife 

Common 

Camas 

Camassia 

quamash 

Prefers sunny moist to seasonally 

moist soils; flowers are pale to deep 

blue April to May; in the Lily family; 

good in meadows or forest edges; 

grows up to 28" tall 

Sun Wet/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

hummingbird, 

insects 

Indian 

Paintbrush 

Castilleja 

hispida 

Semi parasitic so needs a host such as 

lupine, Penstemon or sedums; red-

yellow flowers early summer; grows 

8-30" tall 

Sun Dry   

Common Red 

Paintbrush 

Castilleja 

miniata 

Needs to be planted with a host 

species, asters, Penstemons, grasses, 

Eriophyllum; dry to moist soils; great 

in rock gardens, meadows or along 

paths; grows up to 2.5’ tall with 

scarlet bloom 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist/ 

Dry 

Hummingbird, 

perennial 

Tall Bugbane Cimicifuga 

elata 

Does well in north facing areas; 

flowers bottle brush shaped clumps of 

white to pale pink in early summer; 

Often in forests with hemlock; grows 

3-7' tall 

Shade Moist   

Columbian 

Larkspur 

Delphinium 

trollifolium 

Prefers moist soils; Flowers are dark 

blue in mid to late spring; grows up to 

48" tall by 36" wide 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Hummingbird, 

butterfly 

Bleeding Heart Dicentra 

Formosa 

Fern like leaves with drooping pink 

heart-shaped flowers. Prefers moist to 

wet soil with high organic compost; 

creates a good ground cover under 

trees, shrubs, or taller perennials or 

ferns; grows 1-2’ tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

Hummingbird, 

insects, 

butterfly, 

perennial 

Hooker’s Fairy 

Bells 

Disporum 

hookerii 

Prefers moist, well drained soils; 

flowers are white in spring to early 

summer followed by red/orange 

berries; great in woodland garden; 

grows 1-2' tall 

Shade/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Wildlife 

Purple 

Coneflower 

Echinacea 

purpurea 

Easy to grow in well drained soils; 

flowers are lavender to dark pink 

petals around a purple to brown spiky 

center; blooms April-September; 

good for flower arrangements; grows 

2-5' tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist   



Oregon 

Sunshine 

Eriophyllum 

lanatum 

Yellow, daisy-like flowers, foliage is 

green with a grayish hue.  Prefers 

well drained rocky soil; drought 

tolerant, companion to Indian Paint 

Brush; grows 4-24” tall 

Sun to 

part shade 

Dry Butterfly, 

perennial 

Blanket Flower Gaillardia 

aristata 

Yellow-orange with red blooms from 

mid-summer to early fall; great plant 

for dry perennial border, may self-

sow once established; grows 2’ or 

more 

Sun Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

insect 

Yellow-leaf 

Iris 

Iris 

chrysophylla 

Prefers well drained soil that is moist 

to dry; would be good in a rock 

garden, perennial border, sunny 

meadow, or edge of woodland; 

flowers vary from yellowish white to 

lavender blue; grows 4-16” tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Hummingbird, 

bees, insects, 

butterfly, 

perennial 

Douglas’ Iris Iris 

douglasiana 

Prefers well drained and high organic 

content soils; flowers are purple and 

cream March to May; evergreen 

foliage; does well in coastal regions 

as well as others; spreads by 

rhizomes; grows 24" tall by 9" wide 

Sun to 

part shade 

Moist Butterfly, 

hummingbird, 

bird 

Oregon Iris Iris tenax Prefers moist to rather dry soils, 

grows in grass like clumps; would be 

good in perennial border, in an oak 

grove, edge of a woodland garden, or 

rock garden; grows 4-20” tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Hummingbird, 

bees, insects, 

butterfly, 

perennial 

Large Leaf 

Lupine 

Lupinus 

polyphyllus 

Prefers moist soils; the foliage 

consists of large leaves up to 24" 

wide; blue flower spikes in June; does 

well in openings, meadows or along 

streams; grows up to 4' tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

hummingbird, 

wildlife 

Streambank 

Lupine 

Lupinus 

rivularis 

Large pea-like, purple flowers 

blooming May – September.  Prefers 

a sunny edge of a butterfly garden or 

wildflower meadow; dry well drained 

soils; grows up to 3’ tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Hummingbird, 

bees, insects, 

butterfly 

Star Flower 

Solomon Seal 

Maianthemum 

stellatum 

Prefers well drained, high organic soil 

content; does well on conifer forest 

floors; flowers are small, white 

blooming May to June followed by 

berries; grows 1-2' tall by 1-1.5' tall 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Bird 

Yellow 

Monkeyflower 

Mimulus 

guttatus 

Prefers well drained soils; large 

yellow tubular flowers atop 

deciduous leaves; flowers March to 

September; grows up to 24" tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet Butterfly, 

hummingbird, 

wildlife 



Purple 

Monkeyflower 

Mimulus lewisii Prefers well drained soils; flowers 

rose-red to pink, blooming July to 

September with light green foliage; 

grows 3' tall by 2' wide 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

Hummingbird, 

wildlife 

Cascade 

Penstemon 

Penstemon 

serrulatus 

Prefers good drainage, this one will 

take more water than other 

Penstemon species; purple flowers 

mid-summer; grows 1-2’ tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Insects, 

hummingbird, 

perennial 

Self Heal Prunella 

vulgaris 

Ground cover in the mint family; 

light violet to purple flowers May to 

July; great on a forest edge; grows 1-

2' tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Butterfly, 

wildlife 

Western 

Coneflower 

Rudbeckia 

occidentalis 

Flowers late summer to fall; tall 

clumps of dark spiked cones 

surrounded by green; drought 

tolerant; grows to 5' tall by 2' wide 

Sun Wet/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

wildlife 

Henderson’s 

Checkermallow 

Sidalcea 

hendersonii 

Numerous pink flowers in racemes 

atop stems.  Native to estuaries of the 

NW, bright blooms all summer if 

deadheaded, grows well in perennial 

bed; grows up to 5' tall 

Sun Wet/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

hummingbird 

Goldenrod Solidago 

Canadensis 

Tiny, yellow flower heads clustered 

atop stems. Prefers fairly moist soil, 

easy to grow; late blooming, good cut 

flower; grows leafy shoots up to 3’ 

tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist/ 

Dry 

Hummingbird, 

butterfly, 

insects 

Fringecup Tellima 

grandiflora 

Flowers spike with yellow, sometime 

red flowers in early spring.  Easy to 

grow under big conifers, among 

shrubs, woodland garden or 

wildflower meadow, evergreen in 

mild winters; grows 15-34” tall 

Partial 

Sun 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Insects, birds, 

perennial 

Western 

Meadow Rue 

Thalictrum 

occidentale 

Prefers moist soil high in organic 

matter, airy fern like foliage, blooms 

spring to summer; requires male and 

male for seed production; grows 12-

40” tall 

Partial 

Sun 

Moist Butterfly, 

Tall Western 

Meadow Rue 

Thalictrum 

polycarpum 

Foliage bluish to green turning yellow 

in fall; flower like blooms of light 

purple to reddish March to June; 

drought tolerant; tolerates seasonal 

flooding; prefers well drained soils; 

grows 2-6' tall 

Shade Moist/ 

Wet 

  



Pacific or 

Western 

Trillium 

Trillium ovatum From seed can take 4-5 years to 

flower; white to purple flowers in 

spring; does best in the understory 

near a creek or water source; grows 

18" tall by 12" wide 

Shade/ 

Light Sun 

Moist to 

wet 

Wildlife 

White Brodiaea Triteleia 

hyacinthine 

Prefers well drained soils; white 

flower clusters atop a single stalk 

blooms April to June; moist to wet 

winter with dry summer; grows 8-24" 

tall 

Sun Moist   

Early Blue 

Violet 

Viola adunca Flowers light blue to purple March to 

June; heart shaped leaves; 'Oregon 

Silverspot Butterfly relies on this 

plant for food' grows 6" tall by 18" 

wide 

Sun/ 

Shade 

Moist Butterfly, 

wildlife 

Pioneer Violet Viola glabella Yellow flowers March to July; Heart 

shaped leaves; grows up to 12" tall 

Partial 

Sun/ 

Shade 

Moist Butterfly, 

wildlife 

Evergreen 

Violet 

Viola 

sempervirens 

Prefers well drained soils; yellow 

flowers mid spring; evergreen heart 

shaped leaves; grows to 3" tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Insects, 

butterfly, 

wildlife 

Mule’s Ear Wyethia 

amplexicaulis 

Yellow flowers up to 4" wide, yellow, 

look like sunflower, blooms May to 

July; spreads easily, drought tolerant; 

leaves 2-4" wide up to 16" long 

Sun  Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

wildlife 

Trees 

Vine Maple Acer circinatum Plant in well drained, moist soil; vine 

like and arching in deep forest, more 

upright and compact in open forest, 

excellent fall color; grows up to 25’ 

tall by 20’ wide 

Sun/ 

Shade 

Moist Insects, bird, 

butterfly, 

wildlife 

Douglas Maple Acer glabrum 

var. douglasii 

Plant in well drained, moist soil; vine 

like and arching in deep forest, more 

upright and compact in open forest, 

excellent fall color; great as an 

ornamental tree in a small yard, 

woodland understory forest edge 

Sun/ 

Shade 

Moist Insects, bird, 

butterfly, 

wildlife 

Pacific 

Madrone 

Arbutus 

menziesii 

Evergreen broadleaf tree; plant in 

acidic fast draining soil, do not 

disturb roots at transplant; occasional 

summer water until established, then 

very drought tolerant; fragrant white 

flowers, orange-red peeling bark; 

grows 25-30’ tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, bird 



Incense Cedar Calocedrus 

decurrens 

Well drained, rather dry soil, tolerates 

poor soils, grows quickly once 

established; good in a windbreak, 

hedgerow or wildlife grove; grows up 

to 100’ by 12’ at maturity, narrow 

conical shape 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry Insects, birds 

Western 

Redbud 

Circis 

occidentalis 

Plant in well drained rather dry soil; 

drought tolerant when established; a 

plant for a dry bank, parking area, dry 

rock garden or small specimen tree; 

grows up to 15' tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry Butterfly 

Pacific 

Dogwood 

Cornus nuttallii Plant in open space with good air 

circulation, in moist well drained soil; 

little or no summer water when 

established; spectacular flowers and 

fall color, difficult to grow; grows up 

to 50’ tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Wildlife 

Pacific Wax 

Myrtle 

Myrica 

californica 

Evergreen shrub with aromatic 

foliage; plant in well drained moist to 

dry soil; drought tolerant; excellent 

screen, good cover and food for birds, 

can prune into hedge; grows up to 18’ 

or more, multiple trunks 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist/ 

Dry 

Bird 

Sitka Spruce Picea sitchensis Grows in moist to wet, well drained 

soils; evergreen needles yellow green 

to blue green; needles very stiff and 

sharp; commonly grows to taller than 

200'  

Sun/ 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

  

Shore Pine Pinus contorta Evergreen often crooked trunk tree 

most often along the coast; tolerates 

low nutrients; grows short up to 65' 

tall 

Sun Dry/Wet   

Quaking Aspen Populus 

tremuloides 

Good visual screen, noise break or 

fire break; avoid near buildings as 

aggressive roots can cause damage; 

beautiful fall color; bark smooth, 

greenish-white to gray-white, often 

thin and peeling; grows 16-100' tall, 

lateral roots may extend 100' and 

vertical roots may extend down 10' 

Sun Moist Wildlife 

Chokecherry Prunus 

virginiana 

Sometimes considered a shrub; fruit 

and flowers elongate clusters of more 

than 10; best in forest edges & 

clearings; grows to max of 30' often 

thicket-forming large erect shrub or 

small tree 

Sun Moist Birds 



Cascara Rhamnus 

purshiana 

Plant in moist soil; birds love the 

berries, a good choice for wildlife 

garden; bright fall color when 

growing in sun; grows up to 30’ 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Butterfly, bird 

Shrubs 

Western 

Serviceberry 

Amelanchier 

alnifolia 

Prefers well drained soil; white 

flowers late spring; edible fruit, good 

fall color; great in wildlife garden or 

hedgerow; grows 3-15’ tall, broadly 

spreading 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Birds 

Kinnickinnick Arctostaphylos 

uva-ursi 

Very drought tolerant; evergreen 

shrub, white to pink flowers; good for 

near roads or parking lots; erosion 

control on steep banks; grows to 3’ 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry Hummingbird, 

butterfly GC 

Kelsey's Dwarf 

Red-Osier 

Dogwood 

Cornus sericea 

‘Kelseyi’ 

Dwarf, rounded shape shrub; mid to 

poor drainage, tolerates seasonal 

flooding; nice red stems in fall/ 

winter blooms late spring; great for 

erosion control; grows 2-2.5' tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

  

Red Osier 

Dogwood 

Cornus 

sericicea var. 

occidentali 

Plant in most to wet soil; good fall 

color, red stems in winter; use in 

riparian zones, in mass plantings or as 

a screen; grows 15-18’ prune back 

hard for shorter denser plant 

Sun/ 

Shade 

Moist/ 

Wet 

Bird, butterfly, 

wildlife 

Salal Gaultheria 

shallon 

Flowers are clusters of drooping, bell-

shaped, white to pink, abundant in 

spring and early summer, plant in 

fertile, well-drained soil, forms dense 

thickets in ideal conditions (filtered 

sun); semi-evergreen; grows to 10’ 

tall, shorter in shade 

Sun/ 

Shade 

Dry/Wet Butterfly, 

birds, GC 

Ocean Spray Holodiscus 

discolor 

Large clusters of white flowers on 

slender arching branches in early to 

late summer resembling sea foam; 

prefers moist soils; grows erect to 10’  

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Butterfly, bird 

Hairy 

Honeysuckle 

Lonicera 

hispidula 

Plant at the base of a tree or shrub on 

a woodland edge; also, known as Pink 

Honeysuckle; grows as a vine up to 

10' 

Partial 

Sun/ 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Hummingbird 

Black 

Twinberry 

Lonicera 

involucrata 

Fast growing deciduous shrub; yellow 

flowers late spring; inedible berries, 

only good for birds; creates good 

hedgerow near pond, bog or stream; 

grows 12-16' tall 

Sun/ 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

Hummingbird, 

bird 



Tall Oregon 

Grape 

Mahonia 

aquifolium 

Evergreen shrubs with holly-like 

leaves, yellow spring flowers, leaf 

color varies from glossy green to 

burgundy; fall fruit for wildlife; easy 

to grow; tolerates dry shade under big 

trees, excellent screen, food and cover 

for birds; grows erect 5-8’, can be 

pruned 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Bird, 

hummingbird, 

butterfly, 

wildlife 

Low Oregon 

Grape 

Mahonia 

nervosa 

Panicles of yellow flowers in May 

and waxy blue berries in Autumn. 

Evergreen shrub with lightly prickly 

leaves, dry shade under trees is 

preferred, easy to grow; grows low to 

2’ 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/Dry Butterfly, bird, 

hummingbird 

Creeping 

Oregon Grape 

Mahonia repens Bright yellow flowers followed by 

blue black fruit clusters, evergreen 

shrub; dull upper leaflets, lower 

leaflets are waxy; bronzy foliage in 

full sun; drought tolerant ground 

cover when established, cover and 

food for ground feeding birds- slow 

growth at first; grows very low to 1' 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/Dry Butterfly, bird, 

hummingbird 

Indian Plum Oemleria 

cerasiformis 

Drooping clusters of small white 

flowers in spring, often the first to 

bloom in the spring; male & female 

plants, only the females bear fruit; 

great in forest understory, dry shade 

under conifers, wildlife garden or 

hedgerow; grows up to 15’ shrub-

small tree 

Partial 

Sun 

Moist/ 

Dry 

Bird, 

hummingbird 

Mock Orange Philadelphus 

lewisii 

Clusters of fragrant white flowers; 

prefers well-drained moist to dry soil; 

drought tolerant once established; 

provides excellent cover and habitat 

for wildlife grows up to 12’ tall x 6’ 

wide 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, bird 

Pacific 

Ninebark 

Physocarpus 

capitatus 

Prefers moist soils; consists of 

clusters of white blooms; has 

attractive peeling bark, prune to 

enhance its naturally graceful shape; 

great for rain gardens; grows erect or 

spreading to 12’ 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

hummingbird 

Golden 

Hardhack or 

Shrubby 

Cinquefoil 

Potentilla 

fruticosa 

A hardy sprawling subalpine shrub 

that flowers most of the summer; 

bright yellow blooms May to 

September; easy maintenance; grows 

1-4’ tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Butterfly 



Golden Currant Ribes aureum Prefers dry to moist soil; bright 

yellow clove scented flowers in 

spring; exceptionally cold hardy, 

tolerates both standing water and 

drought; grows 3-6’ tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

hummingbird, 

bird 

Red Flowering 

Currant 

Ribes 

sanguineum 

Prefers dry to moist soil with good 

drainage; in mid spring has deep pink 

flower clusters; grows moderately 

fast; grows 3-10’ tall 

Sun/ Light 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Hummingbird, 

butterfly, bird 

Baldhip Rose Rosa 

gymnocarpa 

Dark pink flowers, scarlet rose hips; 

dry shade under conifers, drought 

tolerant; good for edges of shade 

garden or woodland, low growing 

part of a hedgerow; grows no more 

than 5’ 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, bird 

Nootka Rose Rosa nutkana Fragrant pink flowers, dark red hips 

through winter; forms thickets, 

erosion control; grows 6’ or more 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Wet/Dry Butterfly, bird 

Blue 

Elderberry 

Sambucus 

caerulea 

Must have room to grow this large 

plant which tolerates part shade; 

produces berries that are good for 

jam, wine or pies; woodland edge, 

open field, wildlife or butterfly 

garden; grows 10-30’ tall/ wide 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, 

hummingbird 

Red Elderberry Sambucus 

racemosa 

Raw fruit not edible by humans; 

tolerates dry shade under conifers; 

cooked fruits used by indigenous 

people; other parts of plant toxic; 

good for wildlife or butterfly garden; 

grows 10’ by 10’ 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, bird 

Birchleaf 

Spirea 

Spiraea 

betulifolia 

Good in dry to moist soils; leaves 

gold, red, purple in fall; white blooms 

May to July; good for rocky slopes or 

lining a walkway; grows 1-4' tall 

Sun/ Light 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, bird, 

wildlife 

Subalpine 

Spiraea 

Spiraea 

densiflora 

Good in well drained soils; good fall 

color leaves; pink to red, small 

clustered flowers atop of stem 

blooming June to August; grows 1-5' 

tall by 2.5-3.5' wide 

Sun/ Light 

Shade 

Moist   

Common 

Snowberry 

Symphoricarpos 

albus 

Grows well in poor soil, good erosion 

control; white berries are not edible 

stick around through winter; grows up 

to 6’ tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Dry/ 

Moist 

Butterfly, bird 



 

Evergreen 

huckleberry 

Vaccinium 

ovatum 

Evergreen shrub, plant in well 

drained soil, shorter in full sun, can 

be pruned into a dense compact 

shrub, year-round color and interest; 

great in containers, woodland garden, 

shrub border, hedgerow; grows up to 

8' can be pruned to shape 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Hummingbird, 

bird, butterfly 

Highbush 

Cranberry 

Viburnum edule Showy lace-cap type flowers in early 

summer, red leaves in the fall and 

intensely red berries that persist into 

winter; plant in well drained soil, 

potentially near a downspout; grows 

up to 12' tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Butterfly, bird, 

wildlife 

Western 

Viburnum 

Viburnum 

ellipticum 

Cluster of white flowers-late spring; 

plant in dry sunny area but will 

tolerate dappled shade & moist soil; 

drought tolerant, has 3 season 

interest; grows up to 10' tall 

Sun/ 

Partial 

Shade 

Moist Butterfly, bird 

 


